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Labor Education in the New Era: Necessity and Possibility

Xiao Shaoming & Hu Zhongping

Abstract: In the new era, labor education shoulders the mission of building the road of educational development and
preventing labor education from being dissimilated. Firstly, labor in the new era emphasizes non—productive labor, and its
exchange value and multiple contradictions, and labor education becomes an autonomous educational activity; China’s
labor education, which has its own logic of development, has stimulated the vitality of all kinds of laborers at all levels.
Secondly, labor education in the new era needs to transform its contradictions with free education, dialog education, and
ecological education into its dialectical unity with them, comprehensively expressing its ecological, instrumental and
communicative rationality. Thirdly, non—-material labor and digital labor bring great development and challenges to the
subject, content, types and effectiveness of traditional labor education; it is necessary to adhere to the critique of ontology
and the critique of political economy, and explore the super—surplus value, the new forms of exploitation and the
alienation of time and space. In all, in the new era we still need to uphold and carry forward the correct values of labor
education.
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