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Source and Development: A Study of China’s Ideas of Spiritual Poverty Alleviation in the New Era
XIANG Deping', LIU Xin®
(1. School of Sociology, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China;
2. Institute of Sociology, Beijing Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract From the “cultivation and application” idea of social salvation in ancient China to the model of pover-
ty alleviation with Chinese characteristics which combines poverty alleviation and self-reliance, a series of
thoughts and discussions on spiritual poverty alleviation have been formed in the practice of poverty reduction in
China. This paper traces back to the source of Marx’s theory of anti-poverty, Chinese traditional idea of pover-
ty relief and the thought of spiritual poverty alleviation of successive party and state leaders, and discusses that
the ideas of spiritual poverty alleviation in the new era is the key to get rid of poverty and improve the quality of
poverty alleviation, which emphasizes the importance of giving consideration to the poverty-stricken population
and cadres, combining poverty alleviation and supporting the will and wisdom, and changing the traditional
poverty alleviation modes. In the new era of poverty alleviation, the ideas of spiritual poverty alleviation an-
swers a series of theoretical and practical issues of spiritual poverty alleviation, and enriched the ideological
connotation of the spiritual poverty alleviation, expanded the current theoretical model of poverty alleviation
and development in China, and provided practical guidance for further poverty alleviation.

Key words spiritual poverty alleviation; ideas of spiritual poverty alleviation; anti-poverty theory; poverty al-

leviation
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