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Change of Consciousness, Material Foundation and Legal
Guarantee ;: The Three-dimensional Path of
Social Morality Construction in Contemporary China

CAO Hongjun, DING Jianan

[ Abstract] Social morality is based on the protection of public interests and public order, and it
is a code of conduct for all citizens in social interaction and public life. In addition to the basic charac-
teristics of general social morality, contemporary Chinese social morality is also manifested in the dis-
tinctive characteristics of a dialectical unity of self-discipline and compulsiveness, negativity and posi-
tivity , materiality and spirituality. Violation of public etiquette, moral indifference, violation of public
rules, damage to public welfare, violation of ecological regulations, and damage to the environment
are prominent problems in the current social morality in China, whose causes can be attributed to the
inertia restriction of traditional private moral consciousness, the influence of diversified interest pat-
tern and the weak legal guarantee, Thus, we need to promote social public morality from such three
dimensions as change of consciousness, material foundation and legal protection: promoting the
transformation of traditional private moral consciousness, focusing on cultivating citizenship and pub-
lic spirit; consolidating the material foundation of social morality, striving to build a community of in-
terests; using both self-discipline and heteronomy to improve the enforcement of the legal system.
[Keywords] social morality; contemporary Chinese social morality; change of consciousness;

common interests; legal guarantee
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