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The Explore of Franklin’s Civic Education Ideology
GUO Xiaoxiang

Abstract: Benjamin Franklin was deeply influenced by Rock’s utilitarian educational thought and
philosophy of experience, and formed his unique thought of civic education. He put forward the edu-
cation must be practical. He thought the purpose of education was to culture citizens of the new capi-
talist society with national consciousness and the enterprising spirit ,and they also needed to adapt to
the development of the capitalist industry and commerce. To achieve this goal, he put forward the fol-
lowing thought of civic education as vigorously developing intellectual education, moral education and
health education; developing national education to culture national psychology and common values;
establishing of the school and developing social education to improve the American lowercitizen’ s
quality. Franklin’s civic education Ideology exert a profound influence on the development of American
civic education, but also has certain limitations.
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