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Labor Education and Innovation: Significance from the

Perspective of Tools and Equipment

Lu Xiaodong
(Graduate School of Education/Institute of Economics of Education, Peking University, 100871)

Abstract: Labor is a combination of human hands and brains. We believe that labor created the world and men
himself. One of its ontological roles is to maintain and promote the development of the hand and the brain. The man-
ufacture and use of tools and equipment occur almost simultaneously with labor, and equipment is an important
factor in labor. Martin Heidegger launched the significance of labor/concernful dealing, equipment, the world and the
relationship between each other. Individuals can understand equipment only by concernful dealing with it and put it
to use in the readiness-to-hand (Zuhandenkeit). During labor then we can know the equipment from-which, towards-
which and unusablility. Unusability is the motivation for repairing, transforming and innovating equipment, and for
sustained innovation. Only through labor can people understand the referential totalities and the real world. The pur-
pose of labor education is therefore very closely linked to the grasping of the equipment and the world. Labor educa-
tion is a kind of labor that exerts educational functions essentially. It has six characteristics. Labor education outside
the school field is diverse in its origin and purpose. The purpose of labor education in the school field can be biased
towards moral education, but as labor itself has the function of uncovering and making truth open, so cognitive labor,
exploratory/creative labor are also important aspects of labor education and closely related to the cultivation of in-
novative talents. Readiness-to-hand can quickly bring individuals to the forefront, and the concept of readiness-to-
hand presents the limitation of step-by-step instruction as a principle of teaching. The world lights up only in certain
definite ways with the readiness-to-hand, and indeed it has been lit up only with the readiness-to-hand of that con-
cern. The equipment as the readiness-to-hand is modern and the modern world will be lit up. Therefore, in the labor
education curriculum, it is necessary to allow students to use different, rich and advanced tools and equipment. The
reason why labor education is new in the new era will be highlighted in the advanced tools and equipment of labor
education.

Keywords: labor; combination of education and labor; labor education curriculum; innovative talent; teaching
principles
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