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Reconstructing Autonomy as an Educational Aim: Some Positive Meaning

of the Sense of Shame in the Western and Chinese Tradition
CHIEN Chenghsi

( Graduate Institute of Educational Adminisiration Pingtung University Pingtung Taiwan 90003  China)

Abstract: Kant’s ethics which emphasizes self-discipline and rational reflection is a typical representative of autonomous ethics.

Confucian ethics which appeals to our individual conscience is another form of autonomous ethics. However many scholars have been

promoting a sin-shame binary system which has been tied to the Western autonomy via the sense of sin or guilt and to Chinese heteron—

omy via the sense of shame. The author does not entirely accept this theoretical framework and argues that the sense of shame has an

autonomous function in both the Western and Chinese ethical traditions. Firstly investigating London School as for the Western philoso—

phy of education with regard to autonomy and its critics 1 believe that we can reconstruct the concept of autonomy insofar as it encom—
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passes emotion volition and recognition and that this reconstructed notion of autonomy should become the core educational aim in both
the Western and Chinese schools. Secondly interpreting the great tradition-Confucian classics and the little traditionface culture in or—
dinary Chinese living world the author attempts to argue the sense of shame playing the positive role in moral autonomy. Thirdly the
sense of shame still is the source of autonomy according to some works of B. Williams and M. Scheler. The conclusion of this paper is
that even the sense of shame plays different roles it might be the common foundation in constructing personal or moral autonomy in both
traditions.

Key words: autonomy; self-discipline; educational aim; sense of shame; philosophy of education; moral education

( 10 )

clarifies the statutory responsibilities of the government enhances the government’ s service capability and truly realizes to “put down”
the government’ s power; it incorporates the reform of “delegating power streamlining administration and optimizing government serv—
ice” into the rule of law and prevents local governments or certain government departments from setting up new approval powers or oth—
er regulatory powers in the name of decentralization. On the other hand it strengthens the internal control system for the autonomy of u-
niversities establishes and improves the risk prevention and management system the internal dispute resolution mechanism and the cor—
porate governance structure fully ensuring that universities can hold the power.

Key words: the reform of “delegating power streamlining administration and optimizing government service” in the field of higher

education; reform intentions; policy effects; government regulation; self-operation capability
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