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The Civic Moral Education Curriculum in German Primary and Secondary
Schools: Theoretical Foundations, Characteristics and Dilemmas

REN Ping, HE Yang

(1.School of Education, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou Guangdong 510006
2.School of Education, University of Hamburg, Hamburg 20146 )

Abstract: The civic moral education curriculum in German primary and secondary schools is an important
way to cultivate responsible citizens. To achieve this goal, the civic moral education Curriculum in German primary
and secondary schools combines "conflict events" in real life with patterns of the individual cognitive development
and characteristics of the political socialization development of citizens, establishing a "democratic competence"
oriented curriculum goals. The course contents included politics, society as well as economy and the teaching
methods accorded with the requests of "Beutelshach Consensus". Germany also has constructed the guarantee
system of curriculum quality based on the multiple collaborative evaluation mechanism. With the development of the
society, the German civic moral education curriculum faces with many problems in curriculum contents, teaching
methods and discipline integration, which need to be solved as quickly as possible.
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