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way. It is a rhetorical device as well as a way of thinking. In The Great Didactic John Amos Comenius used altogether 317 meta—
phors. The source domains of these metaphors can be categorized into three types namely natural things/phenomena things in hu-
man society human beings and their behavior/actions. Their target domains are mainly about the aims/functions of education
school teacher student and teaching. Comenius’ metaphors are mostly conceptual ones used in a wide range of contexts system—
atically. For educational researchers in modern times metaphors remain a useful means to explain illustrate and spread their ide—
as. In fact combining metaphors with deductive reasoning and empirical induction will help promote both the diversity and insightful-
ness of educational research leading to fruitful results in educational theory innovation.

Key words: John Amos Comenius ( 1592 - 1670) ; The Great Didactic; metaphors; the source domain the target domain; innovation

in educational theory

Postgraduate Programs in Education in Early Modern China: Evolution
and Characteristics

Zheng Gang P56

Abstract: With the development of China’ s education system and the growth of educology as an academic discipline higher educa—
tion institutions in Modern China ( 1840 — 1949) such as Sun Yat-sen University National Central University etc. started providing
postgraduate programs in education. These programs were small-scale ones with rather limited enrollments. However they usually had
strong faculty —most of whom received their degrees abroad and aimed at cultivating high-quality talents to change and improve socie—
ty. The success of these programs was built upon a well-designed system involving the whole process of recruitment teaching/training
and graduation. Such a success also has implications for postgraduate education reform we now have in China today.

Key words: education majors; postgraduate education; early modern China; Sun Yat-sen University; National Central University

On the Role of Moral Conscience in Promoting Ethical
Conduct among Teachers

Ji Xuanmin Cheng Hongyan P73

Abstract: As we all know moral conscience plays an important role in our ethical decision making. Conscience acts as a moral gover—
nor for teachers too. Since humans are species beings social beings and individuals at the same time such a “3 in 1” feature is also
shared by teacher conscience which can be explored from the three perspectives of teaching-as-a§job teaching-as-a—profession and
teaching-as-a-calling. In fact teacher conscience is indispensable for the promotion of teacher ethics. It is therefore necessary to awak—
en teachers’ moral conscience encourage them to give value rationality precedence over instrumental rationality so as to promote eth—
ic conduct among teachers and help them achieve personal perfection.

Key words: teacher ethics; teacher conscience; education equity; teacher dignity; professional ethics for teachers; rationality; happiness



