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The Value Choice of Labor Education
Policy and Its Changes in the Seventy Years
since the Founding of the People’s Republic of China

Qi Zhanyong

Abstract: In the background of the social, political and economic changes in the 70 years since the
Founding of People’s Republic of China, based on policy texts, combining important historical documents
and educational reform events, we review the value choices of China’s labor education policy and its
changes and find that: The value choice of labor education policy in the 70 years since the founding of New
China has evolved in the game of instrumental rationality and value rationality. It has experienced about five
stages including the value choice of tool rationality of labor education policy, the instrument rationality of
labor education policy and the value rationality and coexistence, the return of the instrument rationality
value of the educational policy, the value of the labor education policy from the instrumental rationality to
the value rationality, and the manifestation of value rationality of the labor education policy. Reviewing,
summarizing and examining the value changes of China’s labor education policy and the success or failure
will help to clarify the value orientation of labor education policy, provide historical mirrors and wisdom for
the formulation of China’s future labor education policy, and provide more powerful guarantee for promoting
the all-round development of people.

Key words: 70 years since the founding of the New China; Labor education policy; Labor education;

Instrument rationality; Value rationality



