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Discrimination on National Character, Epochal Character and Patriotism
of Chinese Society in Late Qing

Guo Dasong
(History Departiment of Shandong Nomal Univessity, Jinan, Shandong 250014)

Abstract: In what way does modern China save the nation from subjugation so as to enable its survival, to enrich the
people and make the country powerful ? The criterion which academic circles usually keep to comment on the points of
view merits and demerits of the historical figures of modern China— especially late Qing societys to judge the scheme-.
conduct and measures which the government.social class and stratum adopted to save the country, is whether to conform
to demands of national character or epochal character and whether to possess the spirit of patriotism. In fact, persisting in
national character and complying with request of epochal character are fundamentally unified. Various views of different
people result in the different contents of patriotism . Only if we unify the national character and request of epochal charac-
ter, draw a clear distinction between traditional patriotism and modern patriotism essentially, appraise the merits and de-
merits of all historical figures and events of late Qing society by the criterion whether to accord with the request of Epochal
character and persist in stand of national character, can we sum up the historical experience and lesson correcily.
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